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"Education is the manifestation of perfection already in man."
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!
Swa’-roopwardhine is always full of joy, energy and excitement. It is an entirely different set of energy and excitement.
Whenever | come here, | feel it from the heart. In today's annual meeting we discussed five different things in five groups. |
liked the quality of these deliberations. We all know what we do and how we do it. We often stress on how we should
achieve something and plan accordingly. | think it is not the power of ideas that matters, but it is the power of execution. We
do not simply think, but act. We devise the action plan as per our thoughts. | love this process.

| read the annual report of our organization. | found that each and every department in 'Swa'-Roopwardhine works
with minimum expenditure and provides maximum output. We have set certain standards for it. | am connected with many
other organizations. So | can surely say that for the work we have done there would have been at least ten times more
expenditure in the outer world.

Our volunteers is our strength. They work with maximum energy and with minimum cost. Our Chairperson Rambhau
Dimbale said earlier that 'this is the chariot of Lord Jagannath and to pull it forward every hand matters.' This is true. Such
contribution of the volunteers is the real strength of 'Swa'-Roopwardhine. It is more valuable than the money.

Kishabhau was alike sage. We would be celebrating his birth centenary next year. His every word, every remembrance
gives us tremendous energy. We must carry forward the work he has undertaken. That is why | liked the five resolutions we
made. We must first look into the past, introspect and decide what kind of future we want. Such introspection gives us
inspiration and much needed energy to move forward into the future. Kishabhau experimented a lot in his four decade long
work of ‘Swa'-Roopwardhine. Yes. We should deliberate on the original ideas and concepts he put forth and write an
excellent book about how these ideas developed over the years in the process of progressive unfoldment.

Secondly, we must think about how Kishabhau selected gifted boys and girls from different strata of the society and
how he nurtured this talent. Thoughts and experiences of these children, their parents and the teachers are important. We
must document them. Finding hundred capable and devoted persons in the society and linking them as mentor to our bright
students is an excellent idea. | liked the idea of studying present education system and contemporary movements, and
meaningfully respond to the present challenges. This surely is a different kind of learning.

| liked the idea'Athara pagad, aage badh' the most. We should go to different communities, interact with them and find
raw talent in them. Finding and nurturing talented boys and girls from hundred different communities and planning for their

all round development is of utmost importance. Contacting the people and communities, we do not know, and work for
them is an inspiring thing. Similarly going to different corners of Maharashtra and finding the girl students who aspire to
become government officers is another excellent idea. Providing training to such 100 girls and raising good infrastructure
for themis a herculean task. Still we should go for it.




All these projects will need lot of money. We all should work hard for this fundraising. | will also contribute into it. We
should approach different corporate companies for their CSR funds. | will personally speak to some such companies. We
should move beyond these companies and spread the work of 'Swa'-Roopwardhinee to everyone in the society. For that
we must innovate and communicate differently.

In this reference | will tell you an anecdote related to our late Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. | was then the
Director of Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR). To celebrate diamond jubilee of the organization we
decided to arrange a function at Vigyan Bhavan. | appealed my colleagues to suggest ideas for the advertisement. There
were many suggestions. One scientist suggested to place 60 pictures of 60 years in the advertisement. | wanted the
message very direct and simple. Finally | suggested that on a white canvas there should be only a finger on which voting ink is
applied. This special ink is developed by National Chemical Laboratories. 'CSIR technology on the fingers of every Indian'
was a suggested tagline. When a draft advertisement was before me for approval, there was an elegant beautiful finger with
nail paint. | rejected it and instead asked to put a photo of a finger of working rural woman in it. Finally it came out as a
wonderful advertisement. Atalji liked it a lot and in the function he put aside the written speech prepared by the secretary
and spoke extempore on Technology in democracy'.

I narrated this example in detail because we should do something fascinating next year. We have planned well, now we
should present well. We must attract the attention of whole nation. For that we need creativity, innovative thinking. Simply
writing areportis not enough.

| have a word with honorable Chief Minister Devendra Phadanvis about Wardhinee's work. He is ready to visit our
institution on appropriate occasion. We should organize such events for right publicity of our work. Society is ready to
support good work. But still not many people know about 'Swa'-Roopwardhinee. We should think about it.

We spoke about right to education. | say we should now focus on right (kind of) education. We should speak about not
simply brain development or academic development, but also about personality development and value education. We
must add value to the education and we should speak about it. It is very vital in today's world.

We have made many resolutions. Now let us make every effort to accomplish them. This accomplishment is in our
hands. This responsibility is like the chariot of Lord Jagannath. To move it forward we need many hands, participation of
many rather than money.

Padma Vibhushan Dr. Raghunath Mashelkar

President




‘Swa'-Roopwardhinee means
continuous development of the
self. This process is not simply
restricted to the children, youth
and women associated with it; but
also reflects in the organization's
principles and practices. In
continuation with its spirit, in 2018
‘Swa'-Roopwardhinee ventured
into three new projects. All the three are entirely different
projects, are in different area; but focus on the upliftment
of the deprived and neglected sections of the society.

The first project was carried out in Ghansavangi
tehsil of the drought prone Jalana district of Marathwada.
One of the Wardhinee's students, Kailas Andil was
posted as the tehsildar, chief officer of the tehsil in
Ghansavangi. Being a socially oriented and upright officer
Kailas could easily identify the main problem in the area,
that is water scarcity. He decided to implement the
'Jalyukta Shivar' scheme of the state government in entire
tehsil at one go. The scale was much bigger and as taught
in Wardhinee, Kailas could organize the local population
and ensure their voluntary participation in the project.
During the project the main river and other water
streams flowing through the tehsil were to be widened
and deepened. The total length of the work is nearly 26
kilometers. Realizing the importance of this work
‘Swa'-Roopwardhinee also contributed in completion of
this work providing financial and human resource support
of the organization. Meanwhile, even though Kailas is
transferred to the naxal-affected Gadchiroli district, the
good work in Ghansavangi is being carried out by the youth
motivated by Kailasamong the local populace.

Another project is to train and help the katkari (tribal
community in the Western ghat) women in the Mulshi tehsil
of Pune in poultry farming. It is not an easy task to visit the
remote hutments of Katkaris in the hilly area and to first
convince and later train the women for poultry farming. This
is just a small beginning of a long term development project
‘Swa'-Roopwardhinee wishes to pursue among the tribal
community. Our Joint Secretary Smt. Pushpatai Nade and

the new young volunteer Smt. Komal Kulkarni-Dhayarkar
are leading this project from the front.

The third initiative is headed by our Joint Chairman
Shri. Vishwas Kulkarni to expand our already established
mobile science laboratory for schools and add new
dimensions to the project. Vishwas sir is an Engineer by
profession and a student of the first batch of our
organization. He has taken a leave from corporate life and
is presently working as a full-time volunteer of 'Swa'-
Roopwardhinee. Taking inspiration from our honorable
President Padmavibhushan Dr. Raghunath Mashelkar sir's
speech, he decided to scale up the activity to at least
15,000 deprived students in the district. After in-depth
study and intensive discussion with the scientific
community Vishwas sir rejuvenated the project. He
selected around 60 schools from rural and semi-urban
areas of the district, where no science laboratories and
trained instructors are available. Besides providing
opportunity to do science practical, our aim is to inculcate
scientific thinking and temperament among the students.
We also try to identify young innovators from the rural
hinterland and facilitate true science learning.

Brief report of the activities in 2018: Why
Dr. Mashelkar decided to be the President of
'Swa'-Roopwardhinee?: Festival of Makarsakranti is an
occasion for 'Swa'-Roopwardhinee to showcase its
activities to the society. Every year a public function is
organized in January, which provides opportunity to
children, youth and women participants of Wardhinee to
present their achievements to the larger public. This year's
program was organized on 27th Jan in the premises of
Dagdusheth Katariya Highschool at Mukundnagar. Central
theme of the programme was 'India's contribution to the
world of science and technology'. Right from Vedic period
to the 2lst century, India's achievements in science and
technology were presented in the form of an hour-long
musical play and drama.

The play was scripted in such a way that while
highlighting the fight for lifting US patent on Haldi
(turmeric), Dr. Mashelkar himself made entry into the




public in huge round of applause. Dr. Mashelkar not
only narrated his efforts in bringing back the traditional
patent rights to India, but interacted with the larger
public about India's scientific achievements. During the
open interview a student asked Dr. Mashelkar about his
thoughts while accepting the offer to be the President
of 'Swa'-Roopwardhinee.

While explaining the difficulties he came across during
the childhood, Dr. Mashelkar felt nostalgic. Stating that he
himself is from the lower strata of the society, and during
the formative years lot of people supported him in many
ways. Expressing gratitude to such people He said, 'Only
because of such support | could complete my school
education. In the SSC exams | secured | Ith rank among
.35 lakh students, but was still on the verge of leaving
education due to poor financial condition. | could only
complete my education after a scholarship given by the
JRD TATA foundation. '‘Swa'-Roopwardhinee is doing the
similar work and help thousands of students like me.
Hence | decided to lead this organization as the President.”

Trek to Harishchandragad: After the SSC exams
are over, the students from all the evening branches, who
appear for the exam, are taken to long trek and camping at
Harishchandragad. This ancient fort is situated in the
higher ranges of Sahyadri. During the night long trek the
students easily climbed up the hills and reached the top
before the beautiful Sunrise. During the camping in the fort
Shri. Nilesh Dhayarkar, the full time volunteer of

Wardhinee interacted with the students and guided them
about career and life goals. The treasurer and voluntary
worker of our organization, Shri. Vilas Kulkarni shared his
experiences of raising a successful 10 crore business in
water harvesting and treatment. He narrated how
'Swa'-Roopwardhinee played an important role in
inculcating strong values in him and became instrumental
in the success he has achieved.

Summer camps in the villages: Apart from round the
year daily activities in the evening centers, residential
training camps in summer and winter vacations play an
important role in shaping the personalities of our students.
This year school children from different branches of
Wardhinee travelled to five different villages in the Pune
district. The camps were organized from |8th to 30th
April 2018. The students first went to all the households in
the villages and invited rural friends to accompany themin
the camps. College going youth of Wardhinee who
conduct various activities of the evening branches planned
all the activities during the camps and made all the
necessary arrangements. There were approximately fifty
participants in each camp.

These camps provided our urban students an
exposure to rural living and culture. Besides lectures on
different subjects, many events and competitions such as
'Ideal village from my perspective’ were organized.
Students were encouraged to freely interact with the
village elders and help them in their work. One such
campsite in the village Sangrun (Tehsil Mulashi) was on the
bank of Mutha river. Many villages cultivate and catch fish in
the backwater of Khadakwasala dam. The villagers
explained and demonstrated fishery skills to the students.

Ambedkar Jayanti celebrations: We revere
Bharatratna Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar the chief architect
of the Indian Constitution as our national hero and the
champion of the downtrodden. Every year around |4th
April 'Swa'-Roopwardhinee organizes voluntary blood
donation camps in five different locations in the city. More
than 500 bottles of blood is collected with the help of
Jankalyan Raktapedhi.




'Swa'-Roopwardhinee has also taken lead in jointly
organizing Ambedkar Jayanti programme as a public
function with the help of local institutions and Ganesh
mandals. This helps in building bridges across the
communities and maintaining social harmony. We believe
in the teachings of Dr. Ambedkar as he has said, 'We are
Indians firstly and lastly.'

In 2018, celebrations we felicitated 20 bright students
and their families in the localities. These students living in
nearby slums have completed their higher education and
have excelled in academics overcoming many difficulties.
The function was organized at Parge Chowk, a crossroad
in Mangalwar Peth. Shri. Devanand Londhe, a successful
entrepreneur from Sangli district and member of the Dalit
Chamber of Commerce and Industries in India presides
over the function. The function was attended by a large
crowd and around 500 books were also distributed to
needy studentsinthe area.

Appreciation of Meritorious students:
‘Swa'-Roopwardhinee runs 16 evening centers for all
round development of school going children in different
slum areas of Pune city. For smooth working of the
organizational work and planning these centers are divided
in five geographical areas. This helps in decentralizing the
work and also to maintain quality of education. Meritorious
students who have secured good grades in school exams,
have excelled in extra-curricular activities such as sports,
elocution, drama, etc are felicitated in the areawise
functions. These functions are normally organized in the
month of August.

This year Bhag | (Division |) organized a programme
of patriotic songs along with the felicitation of students.
Bhag 5 programme was presided by Smt. Bageshri
Ponkshe. She narrated motivational success stories of
women in different walks of life. Swami Vivekananda
Shakha in Vadarwadi-Pandavnagar area started its own
library along with the felicitation programme.

Our volunteers also approached different schools in
the city, interacted with the Principal and other theachers

to explain the work of 'Swa'-Roopwardhinee to them.
After getting the lists of meritorious and bright students in
the schools, our volunteers made the home visits and
interacted with the families. They explained the work of
Wardhinee to the parents and requested them to send
their wards to evening centers of Wardhinee. This
generates awareness about the organization in the area.

Participation in Ganesh Festival and Procession:
Every year troupes of 'Swa'-Roopwardhinee participate in
Lord Ganesh immersion procession of different mandals
(organizational unit of local communities) in the city. This
include Tulshibaug Sarvajanik Ganeshotsav Mandal,

Shrimant Dagadusheth Halvai Mandal and many other
revered processions. Our students and youth perform
traditional dhol-tasha vadan (beating Indian drums), Jhanj-
Lezim, Tipari, Barachi and Dhwajapathak (dancing troupe
of traditional saffron flag bearers) during the procession. It
gives our students and youth an opportunity to mingle with
the large section of society, learn some organizational skills
and enhance leadership qualities.

This year besides Mallakhamb performance,
'Swa'-Roopwardhinee introduced a troupe of students
dancing on the beats of 'Taal' (brass instrument associated
with bhajan-kirtan and carried by the Varkaris). This was
much appreciated by the public.

'‘Swa'-Roopwardhinee also organizes training
programme for learning rituals of 'Lord Ganesh
Pratishthapana' and worship to members of all the
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